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OFFICIAL.
rOSTAL CONVENTION

BETWEEN

C Tr IT'D STATES AND SWITZERLAND.

ivp ii n tr die Amilioratbm of the Postal
- between the Uuted State;; of

'r. aud the Sffus Giimederahou

f .'rpartraost of 'ho United States,
:..'.! i' jm'nisionr, John A. Kasjon,

,i? feJ-ra- l council tf th Swis Con- -

vi ' y Dr. Jaqa?n Dubs, vicu-presid- snt

ft f ( O'ircil and chufoflhe federal
i nan!, have arreed unn tho follow- -n t '

' i .i. sit'ijct to ratification by tho res-- i
nj s of the Uvo countries :

: f T'uerp siial! be hr exchange of
, . iof-.vce- tno United S;at s of
' i i wi-- confederation It raon
.. ... vf. ;,0.t departments, and this

o ' all embrace :

r- -. i rdi 'ary and registered.
a; b prints of all

i n,-- :t snaps, pb.ni, engravings,
i Mirrph. lithograph, and all

N-
- r ":c i'ns of r.iechanicnl pryeesei)

u isie, an ' atns or sjpleij
- . !! it-'- -, including grains and seds.
'i crrrpoji.l:ice miiy be exchanged,

iitiRij in rither ff said cr.untries
i 'or tT? other, or originati i j in or

4i
-- Tr5!j!i countries, to wh' :h there

- l a y erve aa interinediri 'S.
? Ii. eg fir pxtdiange ff'inails

e, ot ta ; trt of th United States: New

"vsrt of th? Q.w$3 Conf(l oration ;

3i la.

;'ira (when the Swiss confederation
i it ejc-Jieni)-

.

' by areeaiiot may at any
i liif'irent offices of exchange.

Iir. principle- - is agreed, that each
'i- - Ms o7n arrangements for th

its mails to the other oifce by
J of conimanication, and shall at its

.' tlu ex.)?:i'?3 of .inch intermiidiats
"' '1i. It is also agreed that the cost

"ial ocean and wrrstorial transit o
i '."ai!s between the frontiers of the

"'"i" sliall be first defrayed by that one
,r' J partmenU whtcU shall have ob- -

vjT intermediaries the most faror-- "

dry terms for such conveyance, and
-- "Tfct such transport in that case
''"'ions ; and any atusunt so ad- -J

on for accouat of the other shall bo
7 reimbursed.

Tii-- J st.n JRrd weight for the single
rni:ionil postage, and rule of pro- -

snail be :

"ttters, Gftaen grammes.
Jd ot'air correspondence, mentioned

V-'v- paragraph of the first articlo,
a t ' ipatching otfica shall adopt

despatches to the other,
! J convenience and habits of the

atuistraUoB. But e&ck office shall
iea ;heo;h8r of the standar.l mwht

8 - and ot any subsequent change thereof.
the desDfttf.b?r. nffioo

' 7 be accepted "caseexeopt in.the of
Kutake.

Arx V. T e rata of postage, on the
directrcofrespondenee exchanged between tho

two administrations, subject to the reserve
mentioned in Art VII., shall be as follows:

L. Oa letter.? from 4'thfe United States, 15

cents.
2..0n letters from tho'jStvIss confederation,

80 centimes.
2. On all other correspondence mentioned in

the second paragraph ofths first article, the

rate shall bo, for the mails despatched that
which tho despatching office shall adopt,
adapted to the convenience and habit:; of its
interior administration. But each odi'ia shall
give notice to the other of the 'rata it adopts,
and of any subsequent change thereof.

Art. VI. The prepayment of postage on or-

dinary IettPrs shall be optional, subject to the
con titions in Art. VII. mentioned, but on re-

gistered letters, and all other correspondence
mant'oned in paragraph Becond of the first ar
ticle, it shall be obligatory.

Art. VII. It) however, the postage of any
correpondence shall be prepaid insufficiently,
it shall nevertheless ba forwarded to its desti-

nation, charged with thfl deficient postage, ad
ding full amounts, instea I ol fractions, of 1

cent or 5 ciptims.
Art. VIU. Repstertd correspondence shall,

in addition to the postage, be subject to a re
gifter.-fe- e not exceeding ten cents in the Uni
on Statoj, and not exceeding fifty centimes in
Switzerland and t this fee shall always be pre-

paid.

Art. IX Any correspondence may be re"is-'ero- d,

a woil ijitarnational corre'po idenee as
that originating in or destined fo- - ot'i?r coon
tries to wilich these two Hdmicistruiious mav
respectively serve as uitu.-inedinri-

es in ai'.liei
direction for the traii.misioo nf such r?givter-e- d

urticle.? J'-ic- .i ildpa.rtm.ji:t hh.iH nirify t!t
other of the countries to winch it may ihtu
serve ar intermediary.

rt. X. Ac;:.juu's betwocu the two f filers
shail be r'gul.ited on lh fuluwing bai :: F.-oi- n

t:ie total amount of postago and rftgistor fees
collected by each office on letters, added to
the total amount of prepaid postages and regis
ter fees on othsr correspondence which it des
patcho, the despatching office shall deduct the
amount requir d us the agreed rate for the
coit of intermediate transit thersct
the two frontiers, u ;v ih.s amoinit of the two

net sums shall bo divided bsttveen the two offi-ce- 'i?

in tho proportion of lhrecfifhs to th
United Staios office and two-fift- hs to the Swiss
0:hce.

Art. XI. T. e corrcapoudenc mentioned in
tho paragraph of Uio first article siiail
be despatched under rfguktions' to be c tab
ished by sh.; dtispatch ng o.ftce, bit alw.tys ia- -

cluiiing the following :

I'irst. K"o packet shall contain anything
which shall be c'os.-- d against inspection ; nor
any written communication whatever,excipt
to state to whom and frera whom the pick t is

sent; and the numbers an i prices pi iced upon
patterns or samplas of merch ii)di?e.

Socond. No packet may exceed two feet in
length, or ono foot in any other dimcuaion, or
'he equivalent in Swis3 measurement.

Third. Neither office shall ba bound to de-

liver any article th:i importation of which may
he j. rohibited by the laws or regulations of the
country of destination.

Fourth. So long as any customs dnty may be
chargeable on any article exchanged in the
mails, snch duty may be levied for the use of
the customs.

Fifth. Except as above, no charge winterer,
otherwise than as herein expressly provided
shall be levied or collected on the correspond-
ence exchanged.

Akt. XII. The two post deparfm8nls Shall
establish by agreement and in conformity
with arrangements in force at the time, the
conditions upou which the two offices may
respectively exchange, in open mails, the cor-

respondence originating in, or destined to, the
other foreign countries to which they may
reciprocally serve as intermediaries. It is al-

ways understood, however, that such corras- -
pondeaca shall only bo chargf d with the rate 1

applicable to direct international correspond-
ence, augmented by the postage due to foreign
countries, and by any other -- tux for exterior
service.

Art. Xill. Each office accords to the other
the privilege qf transit ofclosfd mails exchang-
ed, in either direction, between the latter and
any country to which th other may servo a3
an intermediary, by its usnal means of mail
transporatior, whether on sea or land. Such
tra- - s t across its own territory shall be recipro-
cally free of expense.

For such transit by sea the Unitad States
office shall receive as follows ;

For transit across .''the waters of Ihe Atlantic
Occnn :

a. For letters, 8 cents per single letter rate.
b. For other correspondence, 12 cent3 uer

kilogramme, net.
2. For transit across the waters of the Pacific
Ocean :

a. For letters, 10 cents per singlorate.
b. For other cotrespondance, 20 cent3 per

kilogramme, net.
For such truositby sea the Swiss office sball

receive as follows :

For transit across tho waters of the Atlantic
Ocean :

a. For letters, S cent? per single letter t ate.
b. For other correspondsncs. 12 centrf per

kilogramme, net.
For intermeJiate territorial transit each of-

fice shall receive the amouut it actually dis-

burses for. such transit.
Akt. XIV. The postal accounts between

the two offices shall be stated quarterly, and
transferred and verified as speedily as practi-
cable, and the balance found due shall ,bo
paid to the creditor office sHhr by exchange
on London or Paris, or at the debtor office, as
tii re litor office miy doi-irc- .

The rate f r the oonverni'ia of the money
nf thtt two countri s sball b fixed by common,
agreement between ibe iwo officep.

Art XV. Wi.en. in any port of cither
countryNa4;b4Sp..mil is ras3ired irom one
vossel to another without ny expense to the
office of countrv wh-r- tu1 transfer is made,
such transfer Rhall.not be subjpct to any postal
chtrge by r.n office twain ut the other.

Art. XVI. Official communications betwen
this two offices shall not be thw ocecsion of any
accounts on either side.

Art. XVII. Letters wrongly sent or wrcugly
addressfd or, not deliverable for whatever
cause, shall be retnrnnd to the originating
office, at its if any expense is incurred.
Registered enrrepondr-nc- e tf all Iciduf, not
deliverable for any cause, shall also be roturn
ed in like manner. All other correspondence
which cannot be delivered shall remain at the
disposition of the receiving office.

Any postages, upon correspondence return-
ed, which shall have been charged against tho
office of distillation,- - shall be discharged from
the account.

Art. XVIII The tiro offices hall, by mutual
consent, establish detailed regulations for car
rying' these articles into execution, and they
may modify such regulations, in liko manner,
from lime to time, as the exigencies of ths
service ciif require.

Art. XIX. This convention shall take effect
at a time to be fixed by common accord ot

the two administrations, and shnll continue in
force until terminated by mutual agreement
or otherwise, nntil one yenr from tho date when
one office shall have notified tho other of its

desiro to terminate it.
Executed in duplicate at Bern, this eleventh

day of October, A. D. 1SG7.

sr. I.. JOHN A. KASSON,
, Special Commissioner, &c, c,

skal. DIt, J. DUBS.

Post-Offi- ce Department,
Washington. Novenber 12, 18S7.

EUving examined and considerod the afore
going articles of a convention for the amiiiora
tion of the postal intercourse between the
United States of America and the Swigs Con-

federation, wbiclr warfj agreed upon and exe-

cuted in duplicate at Burne on the eleventh

day of October, one thousand eight hundred
and slxtyseven, by Hon. John A, Kajson, I

special commisaiontr, &c, Ac. on bahalf of
this department, and by Dr. Jaques- - Dubbi,
vice-preside- nt of the federal conncil and chin
of the federal pjst departmen, on beba lfftho
federal council of the Swiss Confederation, the
same aro by me hereby ratified and approved
by and with the advic and " consent of the
President ofthe Uuited States.

In witness whereof, I have caused the seal
of tho Post-Offi- ce Department to ho hereto
affixed, with my signatur?, the day and year
above written.

u s. ALEX. W. RANDALL,
v Postmaster'GensraL
I hereby approve the aforegcing convention,

and in test m nr thereof I havs caused the
seal of the United states te be affixed"

l. s. ANDREW JOHNSON.
By this President :

William H. Seward,
Secretary ofStao V

11EG ULATIONS
Agreed upon botweeu the Post Office Depart-

ment of tho United States of America and
tho Pojtd administration of Switzerland fur
the Execution of the Convention for the
Exchange of Postal Corrospondence, signed
the 11th October, 1S07. and in Accordanca
with the Provisions of Article XVILT. of said
Convention.

Article l.The exchange office of New York
shall mtke up mails for the Swis exchange
office ofBasla.

The lattsr shall make up mails for the ex-

change office of New York.
Art 11. Each mail exchanged between the

respoctivo ofEccs shall ha accompanied by
a letler bill showing the postages and tho char-

ges oftraasit, the fees, etc., accruing to each
office upon th different kinds of correspond-
ence.

Tho form of tils lettrr bill sfnll follow tho
modeta A and B hereto annex-id- . and thev shall- -

be consecutively nnmbero l by ih dcspate'iii g
office during each calendar yaar. .

IHIeVracaiving offfitre sUtxll adniawl&Iga U

reeoipl by return despatch.
Art. III. Theexchano offices shall divide

the correspondence whieh they despatch into a
suitable number of separate package: , accord-
ing to the letter bill.

Each of theso packages shaft bear the prop- --

st etiquette and number corresponding to the
ctter bill.

Art. IV. When more than a single rate ia-- '

chargeable upon any lrttei or other article,,
the number of rates to which it is subject shall-b- e

indicated, by tht despatching officpr by &

figuru in tho upper left comer of the address.
ArtV. Registered correepondwico shall Bn

upon the register list. This list Bhall

conform to the model hereto annexed, mark-
ed C. :

Registered letters shall be onvelopod togeth-

er in strong paper aud well secured. Tho pack- - .

ago shall beinscribpd with the words "Regis-
tered" or Charges' and placed in-th-e

mail.
Art. VI. Tie receiving exchange office shall1

acknowladg to the despatching office f

lbs registered articles numerically.
"

Whoncvcr the verification of the list shall dis-

close au error or any differences the-fae- t shall
be notified to the despatching office by tho next
mail.

Art. VII. The two administration mutually
engage to take needful measures for the carefu
transmission of registered correspondencs and
for pursuing it when loit; but it is understood
that neither assumss towards the other

responsibility in case of loss.

Art. VIIL The letters exchanged between
the two offices shall indicate, by etamp or writ-

ing thoreon, the office of origin.
Correspondence fully paid to destination'shali .

be stamped in the United Slate3 PAID A LLt
and in Switzerland PD.

Rsgistire.larticls3 shall bi'dtaoip?d "Mtgia . .

iered" in the United State, aoii "Charge' in
Switzerland. Correspond so ce itiaoSiekUrr prf
liid shall be Btampe-- i in ipti United Sttlai
"InsuJJicienibj PAID," and sn SwUzwUtrw ;

''Affranchiasement Insujfiaont," and the,--

amount of deficient possage expressed in,figurea

on the face, continna,

ft
'


